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Lauren Ryan has served as Minnesota’s Safe Harbor/No Wrong Door director since 2013. 
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Minnesota is shaping the national conversation about trafficked youth
Second of a two-part series
As Minnesota’s director of Safe Harbor/No Wrong Door, Lauren Ryan—a former intern for WATCH—is tasked with making sure youth who are sexually exploited or trafficked receive supportive services. In Part I of our Q&A, Ryan discussed ways to bridge competing philosophies around protecting and supporting victims. This month, the conversation turns to awareness, funding and the state’s role in shaping the national conversation.

Q: According to a report that came out last September (2015), 150 youth had sought help through Safe Harbor. Are you coming out with another report soon?

A: Our midyear report picked up where the last evaluation report left off—July 1 through December 2015. The numbers on that report were about 350 [youth] and that was only six months.

Q: What do you think accounts for the sharp increase?

A: I think it’s awareness building—all of the training that’s happened for law enforcement and Navigator grantees. Different professionals are identifying this issue. They’re starting to make the referrals.

Q: Are the kids more inclined to seek help?

A: I don’t think that’s it. It’s that more professionals are identifying it. We are very behind in actually having this conversation with our youth. … We’re trying to think of ways to get the message directly out there. 
Q: How would you do that?  
A: Exploited youth don’t typically identify as being exploited or trafficked. So maybe just understanding that, OK, you’re in an unhealthy relationship and we’re here to support you. 
“If you’re a minor, you can’t consent to your own exploitation. But those youth are turning into adults. Is there something magical that happens on your 18th birthday where you’re a criminal?” 
Q: Is it true that Minnesota really is a leader in the attempt to decriminalize trafficking for youth? Are other states trying to replicate what you’re doing?

A: Yes, especially our neighboring states. North Dakota actually received federal funding last year and has implemented a very similar structure with different regions and different navigators in their regions. I’ve talked a lot with Wisconsin, and they’re looking at a regionalized approach. I think there are around 36 different states that have some version of Safe Harbor. I’d say Minnesota is leading in the service model. That seems to be what a lot of people are interested in replicating—having a regionalized approach to this.

Q: Is that because you can’t centralize something like this?

A: I’m not a good predictor of what is happening in Moorhead of Duluth. The professionals living and working there should develop the response. 

Q: How different are the approaches in the other 36 states?

A: Some have decriminalized up to a certain age. Texas, for example, has decriminalized up to age 14. Some states have zero funding for services, others have more. Wisconsin just had $2 million allocated for services. So it’s really all over the board.

Q: Are you hoping for more funding in Minnesota?

A: Full funding for Safe Harbor would be $13 million. We’re at $11 million [per biennium]. We serve under the governor. We’ll do whatever the governor and Legislature ask us to do. 

Q: How has the law changed the way people think about trafficking? Generally, do people seem to be changing their views of kids who are trafficked? 
A: I would say it’s changed people’s views of prostitution more than [of] trafficking. There’s a clear right and wrong for trafficking. If you’re a victim of trafficking, that’s wrong. Traditionally what’s thought of as prostitution is actually trafficking and exploitation. That’s been the biggest switch. That seems to be a very easy argument for youth; if you’re a minor, you can’t consent to your own exploitation. But those youth are turning into adults. Is there something magical that happens on your 18th birthday where you’re a criminal? 
Q: What successes have you identified in your first year and a half of implementation that maybe you didn’t expect?
A: First, I didn’t expect that our numbers would jump so dramatically. Other changes we didn’t foresee have been the roles of child protection and child welfare. If the only resources you had were community resources, that wouldn’t be adequate. If we could combine forces with child protection and welfare and approach it as a team, where we leverage and complement each other, that’s only going to make it more robust.
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Safe Harbor/No Wrong Door takes a regionalized approach to providing services to Minnesota’s trafficked youth.

____________________________                
Q: What would be an example of child protection working with an advocate? 

A: The community organization and the child welfare worker could talk and do their case planning together. They call each other and say, ‘Can you take her to this doctor’s appointment? I’ll be able to take her here.’ It’s really working side by side. But they have different roles.
Q: Can you clarify what those roles are?

A: The youth advocate is only there for the youth. They are there voluntarily, just like a domestic violence advocate. Protection is a system statutorily built looking out not just for the health and safety of the child but for the family. 

Q: So they could be at cross purposes sometimes?

A: Absolutely. If the youth wants something that the child protection worker decides isn’t in their best interests, sometimes they’ll disagree. That’s healthy and normal. But think about if that advocate was NOT there. That youth would not have a say, would not feel like they were being heard. So it’s trying to balance this out. 

Q: What would you point to as the biggest challenges moving forward?

A: I think it’s going to be figuring out training. We had a big focus on law enforcement, but what about the other professionals? What about the child protection folks, educators, teachers? What about educating parents and getting the message out directly to youth? [Or] juvenile justice? There’s a whole range of professionals we haven’t been able to focus on yet. Our challenge going forward will be, how do we do that effectively? ∞
Report on sex trafficking out soon! 

Since the start of 2014, WATCH has monitored all sex trafficking cases in Hennepin and Ramsey Counties. Later this month, WATCH will release a report based on its findings from this initiative. The report will detail how those cases were charged, which charges led to convictions, and the resulting sentences. The report will also shed light on victims’ experiences in the courtroom and recommend possible changes to the sex trafficking statute. 
Stay tuned!   [image: image5.png]
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   IN THE NEWS

Several Minnesotans among 17 swept up            in international sex trafficking bust 
A massive international sex trafficking ring with roots in Minnesota was taken down earlier this month when federal authorities announced multiple indictments.

Several Minnesotans and 12 Thai nationals were among the seventeen people charged in an alleged scheme in which traffickers allegedly brought young women from Thailand to work as sex slaves. 

Those who were charged promised the women “a chance at the American dream,” U.S. Attorney Andrew Luger said, “but instead exploited them, coerced them and forced them to live a nightmare.” 
It’s the ninth trafficking case charged since Luger launched a human trafficking initiative in 2014, but the first to target an entire enterprise.   

Late last month, a Twin Cities man, Lee Andrew Paul, 36, was sentenced to 33 years in federal prison for trafficking two minors — ages 12 and 16— through coercion and force.
Read the Star Tribune report here.
Read the Pioneer Press report here. 
___________________________________________________
Columnist: Here’s to busting the traffickers, but what about the ‘johns’? 

On the heels of the international sex-trafficking bust detailed above, Pioneer Press columnist Ruben Rosario offers congratulations to the victims who cooperated and the officers who helped dismantle the alleged ring. He also applauds the U.S. Attorney’s office for focusing his energies on trafficking. However, he wonders why the cog that “drives and fuels” the sex industry escapes mostly unscathed: the “johns,” who are the predominantly male buyers of commercial sex. 

“It’s a question that should be asked,” Rosario wrote in an Oct. 7 column, “given without demand there would be a significant drop in the flesh peddling.” 

According to statistics in the St. Paul police department, prostitution-related arrests of adults dropped from 157 in 2012 to just eight last year. 

Read the column here. 
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U.S. Attorney Andrew Luger announced a major international sex trafficking bust on Oct. 6.
· According to St. Paul Police Department statistics, how many people were arrested for soliciting prostitution since 2014?  

· According to police veteran Sean Johnson, current laws aren’t strong enough to to justify the resources and time to make cases against suspected ‘johns’ stick. True or false?  
Read the column to get answers.   

CEO of Backpage.com, others face charges of conspiracy, pimping a minor 

The chief executive of the adult classified ad portal Backpage.com has been arrested and charged with conspiracy and pimping a minor.

Texas state agents raided the site’s headquarters and on Oct. 6 arrested Carl Ferrer, 55,  on a California warrant after his arrival in Houston on a flight from Amsterdam. Backpage has faced accusations in several jusdictions of engaging in sex trafficking, and hundreds of trafficking cases across the country, including several in Minnesota, have been linked to the site. Authorities said this is the first time criminal charges have been brought against the company or its executives.

The site’s controlling shareholders, Michael Lacy and James Larkin, have been charged with conspiracy to commit pimping. Under California law, felony pimping is defined as making money off of prostitutes or soliciting customers for prostitution. 

The arrests follow a lengthy joint investigation by the California and Texas attorney general offices, which found that many of the prostitution ads posted to Backpage involved victims of sex trafficking, including children under the age of 18.  The investigation found that most of the company’s revenue comes through its “adult services” section, where prostitution and escort ads allegedly offer sex for money using coded language and nearly nude photos.
· Read The Associated Press report here.
· 
Read the Washington Post report here. 

· Read the New York Times report here.
Study shows striking shift in perceptions around sex trafficking since 2013

A University of Minnesota study reveals that public opinion around the issue of sex trafficking has changed in striking ways in recent years. 

The study by the U’s Urban Research and Outreach Center (UROC) examined 20 years of news articles referring to “prostitution” or “sex trafficking.” Not only was there a sharp spike in media coverage in 2013, but from that point on, outlets overwhelmingly referring to “sex trafficking” rather than “prostitution.” 

In 2011, Minnesota first passed its Safe Harbor law, which barred prosecutors from charging minors with prostitution. Before the law’s passage, many advocates said authorities failed to heed their pleas to help victims.

Read  MinnPost’s report on the study here.
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This photo released by the Texas Office of the Attorney General shows Carl Ferrer.
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COURT MONITORING BULLETIN: 
Volunteer spotlight: Elizabeth Montgomery
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WATCH intern Elizabeth Montgomery
“The victims have done nothing to deserve their situation, and the defendants will be missing out on a part of their lives.”
A passion for investigative work fuels Elizabeth Montgomery, who returns this fall as an intern with WATCH. The Edina native and current student at Mitchell Hamline School of Law has monitored dozens of court hearings—primarily in cases of domestic assault—as well as helping to track data on traffickers and buyers for WATCH’s sex trafficking study.  Before graduating from Concordia College (Moorhead) in 2014 with a degree in political science and global studies, Elizabeth spent the spring of her senior year in Washington, D.C., interning at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. She returned there the following summer to intern on Capitol Hill. When she’s not studying, she loves to read, travel, watch crime and mystery shows and sing in her church choir. 

Recently, Elizabeth took time from interning and studying to share some thoughts on her volunteer experience:
On her decision to intern for WATCH:

“I volunteered with WATCH last year through the Minnesota Justice Foundation and then spent the summer interning at the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children in Washington. I spent a large amount of my time there working with the child sex trafficking team and the sex offender tracking team. Returning to school, I was hoping to continue my work in this area and in making a difference.”
On her biggest challenge as a courtroom monitor: 

One of the larger challenges would be seeing how young some of the defendants and victims are. The victims have done nothing to deserve their situation, and the defendants will be missing out on a part of their lives. 
On the most rewarding aspects of monitoring:

It is very gratifying to see the courts in action and to be able to play a role in the new trafficking report! It’s also nice hearing from lawyers and judges who share their appreciation and interest in what we are doing.
On a case that opened her eyes:

I observed a bit of a murder trial that really stood out. The victims were a mother and her teen-age daugher. The mother’s boyfriend shot them, and the couple’s young son was home at the time. … It really brought home the extent of what victims go through. 

On what she wants to get out of this experience:

I’m hoping to have an even better understanding of the court system, of how non-profits run and more about trafficking issues here in Minnesota. I am just so excited to have the opportunity to contribute to WATCH! ∞
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           SEX TRAFFICKING UPDATE
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Although Patten’s defense attorney maintained that 180 months was excessive, Judge Bransford said she could find no compelling reason for a lesser sentence based on all of the evidence.   
Patten receives 180-month sentence 
A Hennepin County District judge has handed down the maximum sentence—180 months—to a 45-year-old Minneapolis man who was found guilty of receiving profits from prostitution. Of Patten’s 180-month sentence, 120 months will be spent in custody. 

James Franklin Patten was convicted of the felony charge following a bench trial before Judge Tanya M. Bransford. He was acquitted of a charge of promoting the prostitution of an individual. A third charge, engaging in the sex trafficking of an individual, was dismissed. Patten had waived his right to a jury trial.

Patten was arrested in December 2014 after workers at a Bloomington hotel became suspicious of his activities there. According to a criminal complaint, he spent between 20 and 30 minutes in the lobby or fitness center several times a day after paying for a room with cash.  A female victim found in the room told authorities that Patten was her “pimp” and that she was working as a prostitute, turning all of her money over to Patten. The victim later recanted her testimony, but prosecutors entered it into evidence at trial. They also played a recording between the victim and Patten in which the victim spoke about recanting her statements and her reluctance to get Patten into trouble.
During Patten’s Sept. 21 sentencing, Assistant Hennepin County Attorney Sarah Hilleren asked for the maximum sentence and probation. She argued that Patten had actively participated in prostitution and that he chose to make a living by participating in the sale of another person.  Patten’s defense attorney asked for a 60-month sentence, maintaining that 180 months was excessive because Patten was not a major player. Judge Bransford, however, said she could find no compelling reason for a lesser sentence based on all of the evidence.

Patten addressed the judge, saying he knew nothing about the money he received and wasn’t aware that it had come from prostitution profits. 

In other news, a 22-year-old East Bethel man was sentenced to 48 months in prison after pleading guilty to a single count of promoting the prostitution of an individual. Felony counts against Isaac Martin Hipp of soliciting/inducing prostitution, profiting from prostitution and engaging in sex trafficking were dismissed in accordance with the plea agreement.  The sentence by Hennepin County District Judge Tamara G. Garcia was a durational departure from sentencing guidelines. In her report, Judge Garcia cited Hipp’s remorse and his acceptance of responsibility. ∞[image: image15.png]



WATCH is a court monitoring and judicial policy non-profit located in Minneapolis, Minnesota. WATCH works to make the justice system more responsive to crimes of violence against women and children, focusing on greater safety for victims of violence and greater accountability for violent offenders.
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