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Lauren Ryan has served as Minnesota’s Safe Harbor/No Wrong Door director since 2013. 
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First of two parts
In 2006, while attending William Mitchell College of Law, Lauren Ryan monitored cases of domestic violence and sexual assault as a volunteer for WATCH. That experience, she says, helped point her toward a career dedicated to serving victims of violence and exploitation. Today, Ryan directs the Safe Harbor/No Wrong Door program for the Minnesota Department of Human Services, leading the effort to steer Minnesota youth who engage in prostitution to supportive services. Since 2011, such youth have been viewed as victims and survivors, not criminals. 

The WATCH Chronicle had a chance to sit down with Ryan and learn about the successes and challenges of Safe Harbor since it was fully launched in 2014. 

Q: Was your time with WATCH your first experience seeing domestic violence play out in the courts? 

A: Yes. As an undergraduate, I was a juvenile probation officer, and I worked for a juvenile drug court before law school. A lot of the kids I see now—the same population that is trafficked—were the kids I was seeing in drug court. But WATCH was my first experience working with domestic violence. 

Q: Do you work mostly with service providers or does your work encompass areas beyond that?

A: One of my main focuses is the grant management of the providers across the state that receive funding to provide Safe Harbor services—making sure they’re supported. It’s also working with other state agencies, counties and tribes to make sure Safe Harbor is implemented. So there’s the decriminalization piece, then making sure there are supportive services and that they know what sexual exploitation is.
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“If you pick up a youth at 3 a.m in a hotel room and they are totally resisting the help of services, forced intervention isn’t going to work.”  
Q: It’s been almost two years now since Safe Harbor fully went into effect. Do you feel that by now the mindset shift [of decriminalizing trafficked youth] has taken place and, if so, that the changes going forward will need to be more subtle?

A: That’s a good way to put it. The bright line of, okay, they cannot be arrested, is clear. The aftermath is not so much, especially when they’re involved in systems, whether it’s child protection or maybe they committed other crimes and are on probation.

Now [the question is], what’s the appropriate response? The use of detention and locked facilities is really a hot topic for this population. The appropriate roles for child protection and child welfare is another question, especially when the trafficker is a non-family or household member. Is it appropriate for child protection to come in and investigate when the perpetrator is a nonfamily member?  And then there’s law enforcement. What do they do when they find a youth in a hotel and maybe the shelters are full, or maybe they don’t have a shelter close to them? 

Q: It sounds like there are so many considerations around trafficking.

A: Yes. I think it’s two philosophies colliding a lot for professionals. One is coming at it from a safety perspective. Obviously, child protection and law enforcement come from this perspective. It is their professional responsibility—they are ethically bound to protect this child—and in some instances they see that as protecting them from themselves, if that is the urge to run away and return to their trafficker that is potentially causing harm. So whatever they can do to stop that, whether it’s placing them in a locked facility or taking them to family members, that’s their approach.

The other approach, and most of this stems from homeless youth or domestic violence advocacy, is the notion of self-agency: We need to be there to provide voluntary services according to the goals and needs identified by the youth. And those are only going to be effective once the youth is ready to accept those services. 

So if you pick up a youth at 3 a.m. in a hotel room and they are totally resisting the help of services—maybe they are in love with their trafficker—forced intervention isn’t going to work. So those are the two different philosophies that are trying to find a middle ground. And I think there’s validity to both. 

Q: Is part of your job trying to find that middle ground? 

A: Yes. I completely understand both perspectives and I don’t think the goal is to get one on the other’s side. It’s to bring people together at least to understand each other. There’s a purpose for each role; it’s all there to support the youth. It may be protection, it may be safety. It may be that they really need an advocate, to have a voice.  [image: image5.png]
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IN THE NEWS

Questions surrounding Jacob Wetterling abduction are answered, 27 years later
Since 1989, a family and an entire state were haunted by a question: What happened to the 11-year-old boy who was abducted on a rural road in St. Joseph, Minnesota?  Earlier this month, the mystery was finally solved when Jacob Wetterling’s murderer recounted in federal court the horrific details of the boy’s final hours. 

Danny Henirich, 53, said he kidnapped the boy, drove him into the countryside and sexually assaulted him before executing him. He confessed as part of a deal with federal prosecutors and after leading authorities to Jacob’s shallow grave in the town of Paynesville, in central Minnesota.

Heinrich pleaded guilty to one count of receiving child pornography and is expected to spend 20 years in prison. The unusual deal was struck with the approval of Jacob’s parents, Patty and Jerry Wetterling, who have become advocates for missing and exploited children. 

Read the Star Tribune report here. 
Read the St. Paul Pioneer Press report here. 

Ryder Cup brings trafficking concerns 
The Ryder Cup comes to Chaska later this month, bringing concerns about the potential for a spike in sex trafficking. 

In an Aug. 26 report, Liz Collin of WCCO-TV detailed how authorities are combing online websites like backpage.com and residents are being urged to report suspicious activity in neighborhoods where there are hotels and homes to rent. 

Chaska’s population is expected to swell from 20,000 to 80,000 when the Ryder Cup begins at Hazeltine National Golf Club on Sept. 30. 

Watch the WCCO-TV report here.    
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Jacob Wetterling was abducted in St. Joseph in October 1989; his remains were found earlier this month.
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COURT MONITORING BULLETIN: DELAYS  
    The judge appeared on time for court
[image: image10.jpg]Not Answered
4%

Yes
68%




[image: image11.jpg]213 responses of no|
512 responses for yes
30 responses not answered




           Attorneys were on time for court
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   Cases were heard in a timely fashion
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Judicial delays are a fact of life, but they can also be a significant inconvenience to many. We crunched the numbers and found that since January 2016, at least one-fifth of cases monitored by WATCH volunteers in Ramsey and Hennepin Counties—160 out of 755—were not heard in a timely fashion.    

In at least 28 percent of those cases—213 out of 755—the judge did not appear on time for court. And at least 15 percent of the time, the attorneys assigned to the case did not show up on time. ∞
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                    SEX TRAFFICKING UPDATE
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Dodd allegedly told [the victim] not to make eye contact with other males, to call Dodd “Daddy” and to give him all the money she made in exchange for sex.  
Ivy accomplice gets 42-month sentence
Three months after Rashad R. Ivy received what’s being called the longest sentence of its kind in Minnesota history—700 months in prison—for masterminding an extensive sex trafficking ring, a 34-year-old man linked to Ivy received a 42-month prison sentence.  

Terrance Tristan Dodd was sentenced on Sept. 1 by Ramsey County District Judge Leonardo Castro after pleading guilty to a felony charge of engaging in sex trafficking. He was originally charged with two counts of engaging in sex trafficking in the second degree, stemming from his involvement in the trafficking ring run by Ivy. Ivy was sentenced in May to 700 months, or 58 years, after a Ramsey County jury found him guilty of sex trafficking, soliciting prostitution and criminal sexual conduct. 

According to a criminal complaint, Dodd and Ivy waved over two females, N.I. and Danika Johnson, in August 2014 as they were walking in St. Paul and eventually convinced them to make money providing sexual services to men. The females were told that if they worked for Dodd and Ivy, they could have some of the “finer things in life.”

N.I. moved in with Dodd, where she met another female, B.B.; Johnson; meanwhile, moved in with Ivy and soon after, ads for the two were posted on the site backpage.com. Authorities later linked the ads to Dodd’s email address. 

N.I. later told authorities that Dodd paid for room rentals at a Bloomington hotel where the women were to provide sex for money, and that she often saw multiple “johns” a day. Dodd allegedly told her not to make eye contact with other males, to call Dodd “Daddy,” and to give him all the money she made in exchange for sex. She said Dodd hit her if he felt she was disrepectful, beating her severely on one occasion after she had called her parents from Iowa. According to the complaint, N.I. finally escaped Dodd in early January 2015. Soon after, her father reported receiving multiple threats from Dodd after he unsuccessfully tried to secure N.I.’s laptop computer. N.I. said she received repeated messages and threats from Dodd, who on one occasion was waiting outside her residence before she left for work. 
Johnson was earlier sentenced to a year in the workhouse after pleading guilty to conspiracy to commit sex trafficking. At Dodd’s sentencing hearing, his defense attorney argued for a dispositional departure, saying Dodd was amenable to probation and questioning whether the females truly were unable to escape from Dodd. Prosecutor Sarah Cory argued for a prison commitment,
“Without the cooperation and testimony of the victims, the state cannot prove this case,” prosecutor Daniel Allard wrote in a court document.
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saying that N.I. was only 18 and vulnerable when she met Dodd, and that he used violence to make her stay. Cory said the victim was too scared to write a victim impact statement or attend the hearing. Dodd had the chance to lead a straight life but instead he chose greed, Cory said.

Ramsey County Judge Leonardo Castro told Dodd that even though this was his first felony offense, the case rose to the level of commitment. After poring over the pre-sentencing investigation report, he said he could find no remorse on Dodd’s part for recruiting the females, becoming their pimp, housing and controlling them. 

— The case against a Minneapolis man charged with promoting prostitution has been dismissed just before his jury trial was set to begin because one alleged victim could not be located and the other did not want to cooperate. 

Calvin Jesse Stump, 34, was charged in Hennepin County in May 2016 with two felony counts of promoting prostitution after Minneapolis police received a tip about a backpage.com ad for prostitution services featuring a victim identified by authorities as T.R. According to a criminal complaint, authorities linked the phone number in that and other ads to Stump, and an undercover officer then texted the number and was offered sex for money.

After executing a search warrant inside a Minneapolis apartment, authorities found several people inside the apartment, one of whom said she knew Stump was “pimping” T.R. and another victim, identified as J.L.  

J.L. told investigators that she met Stump soon after moving to Minneapolis, and that he took her keys, phone and purse, “shot her up” with heroin and meth and began “pimping” her out, taking the money she received for sex. J.L. told authorities that she felt she had no choice, and T.R. also said Stump ordered her to engage in prostitution.

On Aug. 16, the Hennepin County Attorney’s office dismissed the charges. “Without the cooperation and testimony of the victims, the state cannot prove this case,” prosecutor Daniel Allard wrote in a court document. ∞
WATCH report out soon! 
In October WATCH will release a report detailing its findings from its Sex Trafficking Initiative. Since the start of 2014, WATCH has monitored all sex trafficking cases in Hennepin and Ramsey Counties. The report will detail how these cases are being charged, which charges are resulting in convictions, and what the sentences are. The report will also provide a victim’s perspective of the courtroom experience, and will discuss potential changes to the sex trafficking statute. Stay tuned!      [image: image19.png]



WATCH is a court monitoring and judicial policy non-profit located in Minneapolis, Minnesota. WATCH works to make the justice system more responsive to crimes of violence against women and children, focusing on greater safety for victims of violence and greater accountability for violent offenders.
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