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Up close and personal with 
U.S. Attorney Andrew Luger  
By Pamela Schmid

When Andrew Luger took over as U.S. Attorney for the District of Minnesota in early 2014, he announced that combatting human trafficking would be among his top priorities. Since then, his office has vigorously prosecuted a string of cases that have led to convictions, guilty pleas and significant prison time for sex traffickers. WATCH bestowed Mr. Luger with its annual Gold WATCH award at its benefit late last month in recognition of his work in this area. That evening, we had a chance to visit with him and learn more about his personal connection to the issue. 

WATCH CHRONICLE: Why does the District of Minnesota seem to be such a breeding ground for sex trafficking?
ANDREW LUGER: There are a few reasons. One, we are a sort of gateway state in the Upper Midwest. When you think about the I-35 corridor and the I-94 corridor, we’re a gateway to North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa, Wisconsin, and a lot of the people we’re investigating and prosecuting like to travel around these states.  The other thing is, there are a lot of vulnerable young girls who either are here or end up here for a variety of reasons, and that’s who these guys prey upon. 

WC: Can you talk about the challenges and importance of having victims testify against their traffickers? How have you tried to make it easier for victims to testify, and what kind of effect has that had on your prosecutions?

AL: It’s essential. There are two things we’re doing at the same time. One, the investigators are very sophisticated about how to talk to and interact with the victims, taking their time and making sure the victims feel comfortable with the process and with the law enforcement personnel they’re meeting.   
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Number two, we’re working as closely as possible with advocacy groups who work with the victims. That’s something law enforcement has been doing for some time, and I think we’re having better and better success. We are meeting on a regular basis the advocacy groups who play such a critical role in this process and with law enforcement. … Every girl who’s at a facility and is getting counseling and treatment is someone we want to get to know because she was abused by a guy we want to prosecute. 
WC: This has become a signature cause for you since you took office here. What is your personal motivation behnd this? 
AL: When I was 29 years old and a junior prosecutor in Brooklyn, N.Y., the DEA agents I was working with stumbled on a sex trafficking ring. We didn’t call it that back then because the name didn’t exist. The pain and suffering that these girls who had been smuggled in from Colombia [went through] … they were 16 to 21 years in age, there were about 15 of them, and they were living essentially as prisoners in a house in Queens when we stumbled on the operation.

I spent a long weekend meeting with them, listening to what had happened and figuring out what federal statutes we could use to prosecute the people who had done this to them. We didn’t have victim witness coordinators back then. We didn’t really know what to do, so we made it up as we went along. 

We had female DEA agents come to the courthouse and take them home, buy them clothing, get them to doctors, help these young women who’d been living in the United States for months, under lock and key, knowing nothing other than being trafficked and abused by the guy who brought them in, promising them jobs and money that they could send home. …

Some stayed and became witnesses for us in the case. Others wanted to go home, and we arranged for that. That was in 1989, and it had a tremendous impact on me. And when it became clear that I was going to be the next U.S. attorney, I made the commitment to put resources and time and effort into dealing with the problem here. 

WC: I wanted to ask about the importance of stringent penalties. The cases you’ve tried have nearly all resulted in very long sentences. Can you talk about this?

AL: What we’re finding with men we’re prosecuting who are trafficking is that they’re unrepentant. These are not people who come to court and apologize and talk about why they did what they did and how they’ll never do it again. We have many defendants who fall into the category of people who want to turn their lives around. Generally speaking, these are not them. So that means when and if they get out of prison, they will be a danger to abuse more young girls and women, and I couldn’t sleep at night if we allowed that to happen. ◊◊
◊◊◊
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“[Traffickers] are unrepentant. These are not people who come to court and apologize and talk about why they did what they did and how they’ll never do it again.” 
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IN THE NEWS

MPR examines professional teams’ evolving attitudes about domestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse 
The disconnect between the rising rates of domestic homicides, the prevalence of sexual assault and child abuse and the decisions of professional sports teams became the focus of a recent Minnesota Public Radio broadcast hosted by Kerri Miller. On the April 28 Morning Show, Miller asked guests Mary Jo Kane, director of the University of Minnesota’s Tucker Center, and sports ethicist Shawn Klein of Arizona State University to tackle the issue of how pro sports teams do and should handle athletes with domestic violence, sexual assault or child abuse allegations in their backgrounds. 

Despite continuing allegations of domestic violence committed by professional players—the latest against Yankees phenom Aroldis Chapman—Klein said it’s important to recognize how far our society has come. “Before, it was swept under the rug altogether,” Klein said. “Now, it gets attention. But how much of this is just window dressing, marketing?”  

●     Download the podcast here.   (scroll down to April 28)
_____________________________________________________                                                                                           
Ramsey County makes reporting crimes easier for sexual assault victims
A Ramsey County initiative is aimed at changing public perception of sexual assault cases and making it easier for victims to come forward. The county’s “Start Believing” campaign, announced April 12, is intended to create a culture among citizens and law enforcement that prevents survivors from feeling shame, guilt and blame that often prevents them from reporting such crimes.

Ramsey County Attorney John Choi said that nationally no more than 20 percent of sexual assault cases are reoprted to police. Of those that are, fewer than 3 percent result in convictions. About two-thirds of sexual abuse cases investigated in Ramsey County are never forwarded to the county attorney’s office for charging consideration. 

Choi said the primary goal of the campaign is to identify where and why the system is failing to investigate and prosecute such cases. 

  ●     Read the Pioneer Press report here. 
  ●     Read the Star Tribune report here. 

· How much has really changed in pro sports since the domestic violence incident involving Baltimore Ravens star Ray Rice in late 2014? 
· Where do governing agencies and fans fit into the conversation about domestic violence and other allegations against pro athletes?  
Listen to the MPR podcast to get answers.   
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Federal authorities bring sex trafficking  awareness to Twin Cities nightclubs 
Twin Cities-area dancers and nightclub operators convened in a Minneapolis hotel last month to discuss a topic not often discussed in the industry: human trafficking. Federal authorities led a two-hour lecture on the subject on April 14. 

Michael Ocello, whose VCG Holding Corp. operates a dozen clubs across the country, said the industry is at risk for exploitation by sex traffickers. So he started Club Operators Against Sex Trafficking (COAST) in 2010 to help raise national awareness. Since 2010, federal prosecutors have won convictions of 19 sex traffickers responsible for dozens of victims–many of them children. 
●     Read the Star Tribune report here.

 ________________________________________________________                                                                                           

Report: Minnesota’s sex offenders often too broke to afford mandatory treatment  
In Minnesota, sex offenders often are ordered by local judges to cover costs for treatment as a condition for their probation. Yet many leave prison unable to afford the co-payments. In a May 4 article, Star Tribune reporter Chris Serres recounts the story of one such offender, Jonathan Earl Brown. Only four months into his probation, he was sent back to prison for failing to enter sex offender treatment he couldn’t afford. 

Attorneys and therapists told the Star Tribune that this reveals a major gap in the state’s treatment system for nearly 1,600 convicted sex offenders who live under supervision in the community after leaving prison. 

Brown was homeless and jobless after he was released from the Ramsey County workhouse last year. His probation officer suggested that he sell his blood to cover his $42 co-payment for treatment. 

In a blistering dissent from a state appeals court panel’s ruling upholding the revocation of Brown’s probation, Chief Judge Edward Cleary said that preventing indigent sex offenders from obtaining treatment due to lack of funds undermines public safety. 

●     Read the Star Tribune report here.
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· What are some of the possible signs in nightclubs of victims of sex trafficking, according to authorities?   

· How has awareness of the issue of sex trafficking grown in the past decade around the night club industry? 

Read the Star Tribune report to find out.  
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COURT MONITORING BULLETIN:
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U.S. Attorney Andrew Luger and WATCH executive director Amy Walsh Kern
“We know that domestic violence cases are some of the toughest cases on a judge’s docket. A just result comes with experience and training.”
WATCH: Looking forward and back
WATCH celebrated a busy and fruitful year – and brought its Gold WATCH award back after a short hiatus, bestowing the honor on U.S. Attorney Andrew Luger – at its 2016 benefit in Minneapolis.

Volunteers, board members, those involved in law enforcement and the judicial system, and advocates for vulnerable women and children gathered at Highpoint Center for Printmaking in Minneapolis on April 28 to nibble on hors d’oeuvres, sip some wine and learn about WATCH’s accomplishments over the past year and its plans for the future.

“Last year, the essence of my update focused largely on much-needed infrastructure changes,” executive director Amy Walsh Kern told the gathering. “These changes, made possible by the generous support of so many of you, are now firmly in place.”

In the past year, she said, WATCH has:

· Recruited and trained more than 100 volunteer monitors, bringing to 250 the total number of active monitors –up from about 40 two years ago;

· Had 19 interns, with seven more coming in this summer;

· Monitored about 3,000 court hearings in cases involving violence against women and children; 

· Sent volunteers for the first time into Ramsey County as part of its sex trafficking initiative and, in January, rolled out a full monitoring program parallel to that in Hennepin County;

· Put out 12 issues of the WATCH Chronicle.
“WATCH operates on the principle that it’s a universal and immutable characteristic that everyone performs better when they’re being watched,” Kern said. “We know that domestic violence cases are some of the toughest cases on a judge’s docket. … We know a just result in these types of cases isn’t intuitive. It’s learned over time and comes with experience and training.”
WATCH’s sex trafficking project will wind down in July. A report is expected by summer’s end, two years after full implementation of Minnesota’s Safe Harbor law. By then, WATCH will have monitored about 90 sex trafficking cases—an “amazing” number, Kern said, considering the laws had been amended only seven years ago to make sex trafficking a crime.  The data gathered by WATCH paints a “very clear” picture of how such cases are being prosecuted and playing out in courtrooms, she said. “Some of what is happening is incredibly positive and some of it will be somewhat disappointing.” 
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U.S. Attorney Andrew Luger
“As far as I’m concerned, if he goes away for the rest of his life, it won’t be enough time.”
The vigorous prosecution of sex traffickers by the U.S. Attorney’s office in Minnesota illustrates the “sea change in the way we handle sex trafficking as a community,” Kern said. Luger’s leadership in that area, and the way he’s used his “powerful platform” to help sex-trafficking victims, she said, has inspired WATCH to bring back its Gold WATCH award. 

In accepting his award, Luger told the story of a sixth-grader who, along with a 16-year-old friend, was taken from her home outside Rochester by a “professional, cruel sex trafficker” named Lee Andrew Paul.

After the older girl escaped and found an off-duty officer in the hotel where she was staying, Paul was arrested but escaped and left Minnesota before his trial. At that point, local authorities asked Luger’s office to take over the case. Paul was arrested in Atlanta. In December, Luger returned to the courtroom to personally try Paul’s case.  
Both girls, whom Paul had trafficked for commercial sex, had the courage to testify against him in federal court, after Luger said his office made a commitment to them: “We won’t make you do anything you’re not comfortable with. We’re not going to pressure you to testify. We don’t want to revictimize you by getting you on the witness stand. 

Paul was convicted by a federal jury on all counts.

“As far as I’m concerned, if he goes away for the rest of his life, it won’t be enough time,” Luger said. This is important to me. It’s personal to me. … 

“I’m proud of the work we’re doing, but we need more girls to talk to.”
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U.S. Attorney Andrew Luger makes his remarks….                                                         …and speaks with WCCO-TV’s Frank Vascellaro.
                    SEX TRAFFICKING UPDATE
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The group has “discontinued” working with Milstein, the judge said, which “changes the tenor of the agreement and the context of the case.”
Milstein case takes surprising turn; sentencing delayed until June
The case of a Maple Grove woman accused of running a prostitution ring took an unexpected turn late last month after an 11th-hour e-mail put her plea agreement in jeopardy. 

Terri Ann Milstein, 45, who had volunteered for five years within the state’s Guardian ad Litem program, was awaiting sentencing in Hennepin County District Court on April 28 after pleading guilty to one felony count of promoting prostitution. Her May 2015 arrest came after a sting at a Plymouth hotel led authorities to find a computer folder in her townhouse that listed 27 female victims.  

Following a delay of nearly an hour, Judge William H. Koch revealed that late on April 27, a prosecutor on the case had received an e-mail from an advocacy group with whom Milstein had been working since her arrest. That group, the judge said, has “discontinued” working with Milstein, which “changes the tenor of the agreement and the context of the case.”

Hennepin County Attorney’s office spokesman Chuck Laszewski told the WATCH Chronicle that prosecutors had earlier reached a plea agreement with Milstein that called for a downward departure from sentencing guidelines. Milstein’s work with PRIDE—which provides supportive services to sexually exploited individuals and their families—was thought to bolster her case for the presumptive sentence, but the group had been unaware until recently that Milstein had been running a prostitution operation,  Laszewski said. 

“They found out within the last few days that she hadn’t been truthful with them,” he said. “So they aren’t willing to give a strong recommendation for her” to the judge.  

“The judge had been inclined to go along with the plea agreement and a presumptive sentence, until new information came out,”Laszewski said. “At this point, we’re waiting to see what happens between the defense and prosecution. 

Judge Koch set a new sentencing date of June 10 after Milstein’s attorney, Steven Meshbesher, requested a continuance.  The delay will give Milstein and her attorney another month to decide on their options, after which the judge can approve or reject the plea agreement, raising the possibility of a trial. 
Milstein had been a volunteer guardian ad litem for juveniles between May 2007 and September 2013.     
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Milstein had originally been charged in May 2015 with two counts of promoting prostitution after authorities found bank records in her name whose accounts revealed cash deposits totaling more than $175,000.

She had completed a counseling program with PRIDE, an offshoot of the Minneapolis-based Family Partnership, and had been performing community service. Laszewski said the group had considered bringing her back to become a teacher and leader until learning more about the allegations against her. 

Milstein had been a volunteer guardian ad litem for juveniles between May 2007 and September 2013, said Laurie Kusek, program manager for Hennepin County’s Guardian ad Litem program. All prospective volunteers are required to go through a background check, “quite significantly, from the get-go,” Kusek said. 

A spokeswoman for PRIDE declined to comment further on the group’s work with Milstein. Meshbesher also had no comment pending sentencing.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
“WATCH is in the courtroom to let victims know that people in the community care about what happens to them and what happens to their cases.”  — Amy Walsh Kern
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                    WATCH executive director Amy Walsh Kern                                  WATCH’s April 28 gathering in Minneapolis                                                                                
WATCH is a court monitoring and judicial policy non-profit located in Minneapolis, Minnesota. WATCH works to make the justice system more responsive to crimes of violence against women and children, focusing on greater safety for victims of violence and greater accountability for violent offenders.





    April 2016   Volume 2, Issue 4








 WATCH



      watch@watchmn.org
 

 
       612-341-2747
 WATCH



      watch@watchmn.org
 

 
       612-341-2747

